
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE*.

NAVAL ACHIEVEMENT

The following official report relative to an affair
alluded to somo titua ninoa has never bten pub¬
lished. It is long, but it will amply repay perusal.
Lieut. Cushing id oue of the youngest officers of
that grade in the advice, and his courage, coolneas,
and gallantry, as shown in the report, would do
honor to any of the older officers in the naval
service.

U. S Steamer Hetzel, Nov. 2ti, 1668.
8l« : I have tLe honor to report that I eutered New

River Iulet »n tie 231 of th'u month, With the United
States ?tearner Ellis under my command, succeeded in

passing the narrow and »h illow place called The Ruck?,
and, started up the river. My object *was to sweep the
river, capture any vtaa» Is ihere, capture the town of Jack¬
sonville, or Oaalow Court-home, take the Wilmiegton
mail, and destroy any .alt work* that I might find on the
bauks. 11xpected to surprise the enemy in goiug up, and
then to fight my way out. Five mile. from the mouth I

came in night of a ve»s«*l bound outward with a Ioh«1 of

cotton and turpentine. The enemy fired her to prevent
her falling into our hands'. I ran nlougdde; made sure

that tLey could not extinguith the flames, and agaiu tteaui"

ed up the river.
At 1 P M. I nached the tnwn of Jacksonville, landed,

thiew out my pickets, and placed guards over the public
building*. Tbis place is the counry.6<>iit of Onslow c unty,
and is quite an important town. It is situated on the n^ht
bank of the river going up. and is thirty-five or forty miles
from the mouth. 1 captured twenty-five stand of public
arms in the court-house and post office, quite a large mail,
and two schooner.. 1 a'so confiscated the negroes of the

Confederate postmaster. I turgot to mention that the town

is siiuaied on the maiu dut road to Wilmington. Several
rebel «. finer* escaped as I noared the pbee, and carried
the news t > that city.
At ^.30 P. M. I started down the river, and ut 5 P. M.

came in s-gbt of a camp on the banks, which 1 thoroughly
shelled. At the point where the bcauoner captured iu the

morning was st 11 burning the encmy opened fire on the

Ellis with rifles, hut were soon sil-nctd by . ur guns I
Lad tw- pilots to b erd. both of wh-m liilortmd mc that it

would 1m> imjH'Si ble to take the tt. amer treoi the nver

that night. High water Mid daylight were two things ab¬

solutely essential in order to take her out. I therefore
ClUw to anchor about five miles fiom the outer bar, took
my prizes alongside, and made every prepsiatteu to repel
an attack. All nigbt long-the signal fires of the enemy
could be seen « n tbe hanki. At day light I got under \v.iy,
ted had nearly reached the worst place m tbe channel wh>m
the c «eo.y opened on us with two pieces of artjUeig. I
ulaced jny veto-el iu position, at once hoisted the battle flag
SuhVf.ni I thectew g ,ve it three cheers, and we went
intl acti -n. Jn one h, ur I had duven the enemy from his
gun. and f.on, the bluff- and passed wlthm a hundred yards
of their position without receiving fire.
Up to ibis time 1 had ^ in every way

but was here destined to meet. With an ucc deist (ha.
changed the foi tune of the day, and resulted in the¦de¬
struction of my vessel. About 6^e hundred jards I i ni

the bluffs the pilots, mistakirg the channel, ran the fcl u
hard and la^t agmnnd. All hands went to work at onto

tojighten her. ali i anchors and steam used to.get her afloat;
Zt irSuutswcc-ss. The headway of the steamer had
lorce5 tor over a sh'sl and iuto h position " lh®
centre of a firc:e, we hid a circuwftitnce -f shoal a.l
utoh*<1 When the tide fell I sent a p^rtv ashore to tale
uoesess.on of the Mt Hery abandonedin »he morning; but
vvteu they reacted tbe held it was discovered iba it bad
t.een removed while we were at work on tbe vts-e . If I
Lad secuitd this J proposed to construct a .Lore batter)
to assist in the defence of my versel by keeping[the rebel,
from placing their batteries 10 position At dark I too*

ore of my prize schooners alongside, and proceeded to take
every thing out of the E lis. exeeptiug the pivot guo, some

ammunition, two tons ol cosl, and a few small arms, hu am

hud socLi.r again failed to get my te*srl nflost I felt con¬

fident tbat tbe Confederate, would come on me iu over-

whrlming force, and it now became my duty save my
men. 8" .11 hands were called to rnu-ter, and tb* crew

u>!d that Ihty could go aboard the *chooner J c^'^ fj£aix volunteers to remain with me no board and fight the
remami. g gun Knowing that it was almost*.yrtain c!e*tb
the men c«uie forward, and twv« masters mate .-.Vale.,tie
Kud Barton.were nu.oi»g.t the number; these geutle-
inert subsequently behaved with cool»*« «"« br"*ery. J.
ordered the schooner to diop down th# ckapnel out of
range fiom the b'ulfc, and there to wait for t^c> termifatipa
U the impending engagement, and if we were destrojed to
uroreed t j sea

Early ia the morning the en^my opened on us from four
pmot/, with heavy rifled qnns, (ob*« a Whitworth ) It was
a cross fire and very destructive. I replied ai best I could,
but in a short time tbe engine was disabled, and she was

much cut up in e?ery part, and the only alternatives lett
were surrend' r or a pull of one and * hall miles, under their
frre. irt mr .mall b at Th» first of tbese was not, of
course, to be thought of; the second I resolved to attempt.
I fired the JSJli. in five places, and having seen that the
b.tt'e-fW was sUi! flying, trained the gun on the enemy ao

that tbe ve.»el might light herself alter we had loft her, and
.tarted down the river, reached the schooner and made .ail
for rea. It was low water on tb- bar and a heavy surf
was rolling in ; but tbe wind forced us through after
striking several times.
We were just in time, for about fix hundred yards down

the leach were several companies of cavalry trying to
reach tbe m«uth of (.be inlet in lime to cut us off. We
hoisted our flag and g.ve three cheers and were off
In four he urs I reached Heaufort. I brought away all

my m*.n. my rifled howitzer, and ammunition, the »bip
stores «ud clothing, tbe men's .«.*. and hammocks, and «

pi rtion of the small «rm. I retained abi-ard . few mu«kets,
pike., and pistils U) repel bosrders.

j oe^lfcted to st.te that when I took possession or the
mUJ) '4 K, ,Hind, on the . salt work wa« destroyed and
ten bosis rend red u/eicM th»t wne lo have been used
for hoarding. At 9 A M. the U. 8. stealer Eliis was blown
in pier** by the explosion of tbe magazine. Officers and
H,eVi betavei ¦'Wjr, obeying orders strictly under the most
trying circam.tane*-. .

J re.pectluily requwit tbat a c-'Urt of inquiry insy te
orAered t«» inventigate the facta 'A tbe case, and to see if
tbe hanor.of the fl g has suffered in uiy bands.

I .in. air. very respeHfully, joui obedient servent,
WM 11. CU8HINO, Lieutensot.

To Commander H. K Daventokt,
Senior Officer in t5<*uuci* of N. C ;irohn?i

PR0GRE8« OF THE FRENCH IN MEXICO.

Corttrpoidtnrt of the fftva York Trilunt.
Jai.apa, Dec. 1 .The column of Gen IWthier, eight

thi usnnd strong, is now cncau>pfd nt Julaps. a prett
city of nbo'it thirteen thouiand inbabitants, well shaded
with nice rows of trees a .d watered with several brooks
and fountains The French w» re no sooner encamped in

tbe iquares of the city than Urg.« handsome bills, written
ia the Spanish lsrgusg", an 1 digued by Tien Forey, were

posted on the principal building?, inviting all the inbsbi
tants to unite with them in restoring order and peace to
fhe distracted R -pubic, snd offerint protection and secu

rity to all. This proclamation acted very fsvorably upon
the miodi* of th¦» inhabitants, who csme from ail parts of
the country to Lruig their g.».ds to market Vigetabie.
und fruits were abundant, but more subftantisl provisions
were very scarce.

The city of Jslspa Lns not liwn reached by the French
column without f,iti|'.ne and conddrrsble trouble. You
will have an idea of it whe>» 1 tell you tbat to come from
Puen'e National, a magnificent bridge constrllcted by tbe
Bpaniards, to tbis place, the distanre of about thirty miles.
Oen. Berthier ha* oerupird ahout ten days.that is to ssy,
bas marched about thrte miles a day. if this was to be
'tcoepted a. tbe rate of »p»ed of the French soldier,
through MeX'co. the French army would not re-tch tbe
capita) short of sixty diys. I must say, however, tbnt
ibis portion of tbe toad is undoubtedly the wor.t to be
ftiuud in all the Republic; above Julnpa the roads are

comparatively fine
According to tbe plan of the campaign juit communi¬

cated to me by ore i f the officer., Gen. Berthier will ad¬
vance in a few day* on San Augustin del Kaltnn, a strong
military pi*silion, situated at some distame from Julapa,
while another column, under G^n. Hiraine, will march ou

ftjn Andrea Chslehicotunla. snd will make a junction at
th«i triangle of tb> «e two points. These cuoshres, or aum-
iiii s. are the key of the p d lie plateau, and command the
route t<» Puebla, situated at abuut eighteen Mexican
leegues, or forty-four miles dis ant.
The Indians, who bring fuit-s and pr >vision* Into tbe

market., a. well as tbos< who woik s* daily liborers, ate

paid iu Fieoch gold, s thing quit* unusual to a population
ub<> hare b on heretofore regularly robbed by i ll the
Mexican leader, who have gone through that portion of
ibe country. %
The citr nf PoeWa ha- been surrounded by a new line

..f works, and ,a sai l to be sery strnog'y f.ntifi.-.l The
French intewd to make as attack upon it w.thm the m*xt

ptteen days
lb

THE RESULTS OP ANTJETAM.

Wo hi ar lnquettly fro>n the radical paper* *>' tl">
" fruitless batik of Aatiotun " Indeed it it a custom witli^
tha radioals to cousidei every battle fruitless which re-|
¦ulta iu victory for the Union 1'oroes. It is well for pur
poses of history to record just bow the resl benefits to

the eouutry which resulted from it.
It must be remembered that after defeating Pope, I-*4*

crossed the Polouiae into Maryland. It was difficult at
the tiuie for us to imagiue that he would cross with hid

entire aruiy, for we hid uo idea of the condition to whi^h
our owu forc-s had been reduced by mismanagement at

Washington Lee, however, was thoroughly acquainted
with the facta, and kuew th it McClellan was no longer at

the hend of the Union forces. He therefore threw bis

eulire force iuto Maiylaiid.
The purpose* of Lee'a campsiga have always been a

subject of doubt at the North. A common idea prevails
tbat the entire object of the Maryland invasion was simply
a raid to collect recruits and supplies, and that wheu the
rebel leaders discovered that this was a failure they wore

ready to abandon the northern expedition and retire into
Virginia. Ilad tbis betn tbe case the victory at South
Mountain and Antictam would hnve been esteemed valuable
as hurrying the retreat already commenced, iu addition to
the general value attaching to a victory nt that time. But
we have the evidence that this explanation of the rebel in¬
tentions by no means meets the truth-

It is uo* past doubt I hat Lee's intention was to invade
l'euuf)lvauia, carry the war to the g'ltes ot Hariiaburg,
and operate alleitvard on Philadelphia or Haltimore. He
bad n:> idea tbat it wua within the bouuds.of human vr

militaiy possibility to bring the army he had defeated aud
demoralized before Washiogton ioto fighting condition in
Maryland, so as to meet and overcome him. He couuted
without MiClellan. The restoration of that oflicer to the
commaud accomplished all that the rebel commander had
deemed an impossibility. Iu fourteen daye he was over-

taki u and vanquished, and his campaign wholly defeated.
It any one doubts this, bis-doubt* will be dispelled by

reading the following order, n(>w for the first time publish¬
ed It was found on the camp ground of Gen. Hill, after
Autietaui, and is signed in the well known hand of Col.
Chilton. It will be ieen that it covers the entire plan of
the campnigu of Lee, and is tha copy sent to Gen. Hill for
b'S special inatiuctious-

IlEADQt'AfiTEBH ArMV NoRTHEHS VIRGINIA,
' September !), 1862.

Spicial Orders No 191.
III. rlhe army will is^ume its match to morrow, taking

the ifagersiown road Gen.. Jackson's command will form
the advance, aud, alter passing Middlctown with such por¬
tion as he may select, take the route towards Sharpsbuig,
cross the Potomac at the most convenient point, and by
Friday morning take possession of thu Baltimore and Ohio
railroad, capture such of tke enemy as may be at Martius-
burg, and interrupt such as m#y attempt to escape front
Harper's Ferry. *

IV. Gen. Lougstreet's command will pursue tbe main
road as far as Boonsboro', where it will bait with the re¬
set ve, supply, aud baggage trains of the army.

V. Gcu McLaws, With bis own division and that of
Gen. li. H. Anderson, will follow Gen. Lorgstreet, on
reacting Middletown will take the route to Harper's Fer¬
ry, and by Friday morning possess himself of ihe Maryland
Heights, and endeavor to capture the enemy at Harper's
Ferry and vicinity.
VI Geo. Walker, with his divisioD, after accomplishing

the object iu which he is now engaged, will cross the Po¬
tomac at Check's Ford, ascend its right bank to Lovetts-
vilie. take possession of Loudoun Heights, if practicable, by
Friday morning.Keye»'s Ford cu his left and the road
between tbe end of the mountain aud the Potomac on bis
ri^ht. He will, as far as practicable, co operate with Gen.
McLaws and Gen. Jackson in intercepting the retreat of
the enemy.

VII. Gen. D. H. Hill's divUi -n will form the rear-guard
of the army, pursuing tbe road takeu by tbe main body.
The leserve artillery, advance and mpply trains, will pre¬
cede G n. Hill. %

VIII. Gm. Stuart will detach a squadron of cavalry to
accompany the commands of Gens i^ongstreet, Jatkson,
aud McLaws, and with tbe main body ol the cavslry will
corer the route of the army, aud briog up all stragglers
that luav h»ve bean left behind.

IX. Tht commands of Geuerala Jackson, McLaws, arid
Wulker, alter accomplishing tips objt cts for which tbey have
been detached, will jo!n the main pody of the ariuy ht
Boonsboro' or Hsgerstown.

X. Each regiment on the march will habitually carry its
axes in the regimental ordnance wagons, fi>r use of the
men at their encampments to procure wood, Ac.

,

By command of Gen. K E. Lee :

J? H. Chil i on, A A. General.
For M«jor Gen. D. H- UlLi., GomVg ^ivisinn.
If thus appears that the eut ro army w-b to rendezvous

at Hager*towp or B°nQ'boro' for an < ffeosiVe movement
IDto Pennsylvania. No other object could be ipjpiied.
The appearance of McClellan at South Mountain must
have b«d all the effect or a surprise to U»e rebfl General.
His defeat there and at Antictam was a terrible defeat,
since it destroyed his entire campaign, and overthrew the
object of bis whole movement. The fact may nnt be witlr
out value as indicating the probable course of tte enemy
in tbe event of the opportunity being again afforded him of
cmtaing the Pptomap. We tiust that opportunity will
not occur.

In-reviewing the brief and magnificent campaign of the
army in Maryland under McClellan, we may now perceive
the significance of the despatch in which he announced the
victory at AntieUm, and said that Pennsylvania was saved.
There i» no doubt lhat he did save .t. JJ«d the Admits-
trr.tLyn pursued the policy brgun by the deposition of Mc-
Clellsn on his recall from tbe Peninsula, no one can esti¬
mate the terrible result* tnai wpijld have ensued with the
mad srufy <rf Lee ru*hing northward into the h< irt of the
Keystone Mate Bvt necessities of the hour awoke
the Washington authorities to a period of energy and sound
sense. They placed the capital and the nati n in the hautis
of Gen. McClellan, and out of chaos he recreated the army
of tbe Potomac, msrebed to victory, drove the enemy from
the soil of Maryland, reduced their army thirty thousand
men, and>accomplished what k*Vund-,<J not onlv Lee and
his snperiors at Richmond, but also the men in Washing¬
ton, who, it is now well known, despaired of tbe safety of
the capital. All this is known to the country now.and it is
known, too, that the old errors soon resumed plsce in the
national ci nnriW, and terrible di*a*t£t followed as before.

[,V. y. Jour of Cowmcr'et.
A KEBEL RAID AT DUMFRIES.

A lebel force of cavalry, with a btttoj1/ of artillery.
suddenly appeared about eight o'clock ou Haturduy mom-l
ing in front of Dumfries, then held by the Fifth. Snventb,'
and Kixty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, with a section (two
pi^eea) of MHliivey « battery. Th* rebi4s, estimated at
four tbousind strong, bafiijg first cut the wires leading
to Falmouth, attacked our troops, but ware rcpuied and
driven off

In tbe mesn time, and before the wires were cut, tele¬
graphic information of the assault had been sent to Wesh-
ington, and troops wore put In motion f cut off the
rebel retreat F<-r this purpose Colonel Geary mored
from Wolf-run Shoals towards Dumfries, and between
those t*o placas h* cnc .untered the ret.rent.ng rebels and
drove tutuj up Bull Run, crossing it at Wolf-run Shoals.
Fiom tbeueo they went to Aanar.jjale, vi* Burke's Station,
where tbey camp?d on SstnrJay night, thus avoiding points
where Uutoti tf.op' wer<» stat oned. At daybreak on Sun¬
day morning they vcew again in the saddle, making for the
vicinity of Vienna. Our troops at Fairfax Coort-Hoose
bad endeavored to bead them off in that direction, but, be¬
ing lufantry, could oot get up in time to do ro. Tbey were
last sesn late i n Sunday evening in the vicinity of Lewins-
burg, where their number wa«*.t iiost- d atonly one thousand
cavalry and four pieces ol artillery. They were then nndor
w hip and snd spur, evidently bent on escaping in the di¬
rection of Leesburg.

In tbe course of this demonstration tbe rebels bad occa¬
sional skirmishes with Col. Kollogg's cavalry, who, though
forced to fsll ba"k, exchanged many shots with them, with
bin liltn if any damage t<> bis command. His heaviest
skirmish with them was near Aecotink At Dumfries
tbr*>e of our men were killed and eight or ten wounded.
At Burke's station the rebels took the H-giaph operator
and his instrument, and burned the Accntink (Orange and
Alexandria) rtilrosd bridge, an inconsiderable structure.

Il appears that the spoils ob'ained by tbe rebels from
tbis exploit were quite insignificant.consisting only of be¬
tween twenty and thirty wagons and ambulances and seve¬
ral gnns, which they picked up within tbe circuit of their
inurements. Tbey #ei*;>d some of the c.tizens, and, in¬

cluding these, carried r»ff about furty prisoners.

ASTOUNDING DEVELOPMENTS-

BL-tlt'£NDOU8 FRAUDS ON THB GOVERNMENT

trum iku Ano York Jimm of Saturday.
It is generally kuuwa to tbe publio that commissioner',

appointed by tbe General Government, bat® been at work

for several werks pant, iu this city and elsewhere, investi¬

gating alleged fraud. upou tbe Government iu o wnexion

with the laisirg and subsisting of volunteers, orgauiriug ««

regiments, tuid other operation*, froua the commencement
of the rebellion to tbe present time.
Tbe commissioner appointed for this city was Mr. H. .

Oleott, wbo entered upon bis Investigations on the 1 at of

November |«»t, aud has already discovered frauds to the

eitout oi $700,000 perpetrated in this city, and the pros¬
pect is that they will reach double that amount before tbe

investigation is finicbed.
When the rebellion broke out Congress waa not in ses¬

sion, and tbiro wan no appropriation by the General Gov¬
ernment to defray the expenses of recruiting regiments of
voluiiterrs; consequently» the ex|eu«e connected wit

rtiftibg regiment® hn<J to be f*ntd either by the Colonel and
regimental officers, by subscriptions of private individuals,
or by donations Irom the Uni.m Defeuce t ommitte . t

the folloWiUK August, however, during tbe extra session o

Congress, $20,000,000 were appropriated to recri.it and
organize volunteers, and ihe A4jutant General of the United
States,Army was made tbe custodian ''{ the fund. Mus¬
tering ofllres were tstjblishoJ in the dlflerent C|ti**» "

at each offlee an army officer was appointed to disburse
the moneys that were drawn from tbe general fund
The disbursing officer appoiuted for this city was C«>1

Saekett, of Ihe regular army. He hirel a building »n
White street, opfned his disbursing office, appoiuttd bis
clerks, aud was immediitely overwhelmed with bus.neea.

J he flint sum received from the Adjutant General was

$50,000, which waa all disbursed iu three or four days.
As soon as it became kuowu that a Government disbursing
office had been opened here, the holders ot claims against
Uncle Sam swarmed around its doors like the locusts ot
Egypt, and continued to increase in number* until Lol.
Saekett got a second installment from the Adjutant Gene¬
ral, which was not until three or four weeks first
installment. The sec <nd draft was for $100,000, which
was soon disbursed, and waa the last received until the fol¬
lowing November, when another installment of about the
same amount was eent on from Washington.
The disbursements made at this time were principal y

for the subsistence and lodging of recruits after their tn-
listment, and pending the time of their going into camp;
and it may be stated here that the regulations of tfce Uni¬
ted States Aimy had alwajs teeu that bills for subsistence
aud lodging should be certified to by the recruiting i nicer,
signed by the contractor, aud endor»ed as approve J by the
Cilonel oomm.ind:ug the regiment. Owing, however, to
ti e tush of volunteers at that time, and the inexpeneucs
of < ffipers,'these regulations were uot.always sdLered to,
and Col Saekett found it necessary to write to the £®cre
tary of tl.e Treasuiy for instructions as to how far the
certificates of recruiting officers should be receivfd as

guarantees of the correctness of bills. No answer was
received to this letter, and Col. Sackelt was left to bis
own judgment to act aa he should thiuk best.
The contractors were of two kinds: tiret, general con¬

tra'tors who toot bids for the sub3i»tecce and lodging of
recruits, and wbo gave auretiea; aod, secoud, special con¬
tractors, who were generally keepers of lagei-beer
and cheap boarding-houses, and who boarded aud lodg.d
recruits to tbe number of half-a-dozen, more or less, pre¬
vious to their going into eauip. These small contractors
were anxious for the pa>metit of their bill*, and, being
unable to get tbe pmney from the Government, they were
drivtn iuto the hands of brokers to get them discounted.
This clj8s of men.whom we may cull army br> krrs, Bnd
who figure more extensively than any other class asawindlers
of the Government.commenced business in this city in

December, 1861. They first did a legitimate, though a

very shaving business, but they soon tound a way of in¬
creasing tbe Biz* of their bills by alterations in 'he figuros,
and followed up thia fraud by making fictitious bills, which
were vouched for by downright forgery.
On the 8t}i of December, 1861, Pol Saekett vacated his

post as disbuds ng officer for this city, #nd was succeeded
by Lieut. Col. Nichols, also of the regular army Before
Col. Saekett left be was in the habit of requiring affidavits
from the speci.il contractors of tbe coriectness of their
bills, and also employed, as an additional guard against
fraud, detectives to ascertain whether the affidavits were
true. Lieut. Col. Nichols held the post ofdisbursing officer
until Juue, 1862, when he was relieved by C<tpt. Larned,
who in turn gave way on the 26th of August last to Lieut.
Col. Reed, who now holds the position.

During the latter part of Col. Nichols's term, and all
through the term of Capr. Larned, tbe brokers were in full
blsHt. and conducted their busiuess with a recklessness of
villaur that \* perle^iy astounding. T^ey empl yodrun¬
ners to visit luger beer shops and boarding houses, and any
and everv pliice where it could be ascertained that a re¬
cruit had ever eaten a meal or slept over night, and iuduce.
tbe keepers of these places, under various arU and pre-
teuoes, (often by actual bribery,) t» certify and to
bills against the Government. Not satisfied with this, they
employe? clerks to manufacture bills out of whole cbtb,
and forge signatures to ibr«Q-

Mr. Oloo:t has in bis possession over forty torgeo sjgna
tures to bills wl.icb have been verified aa forgeries by the
Colonels and contractor whose names Were ued. In¬
stances have bpen ^iecorefed wherp brokprs have pur¬
chased cleims of poor Germans for twenty-five dollars, and
on the following flay at 1, 8 Place **? .

* m

to si«n whHt pnrpoited to ne a woeipt, bi^t wbi°h
reality a fictitious bill for two thou-and dollars. 1 beir
frauds have bfen perpetrated mainly through the agencj
oi ignorant Get ;nau peool-, who Oonld n|>t read our lan¬
guage, and who were made swear to a bill of a thousand
dollars when tley supposed it was only twenty dollars, or

to certify to the coriectness of a large claim when they
supposed they were signing ft receipt for a

Some of this class'of people, ti^wevev, who tisd ro claim
against the Government, large It small, h»v9 been mduci^to certify and swear to bill- through the agency of a bribe

Recruiting officers are also discovered to jjave played
the same game Instances have come to light where re^cr'itina officers have induced lager bier men to sign a bill
M fifteen hpnared «"j:ara wbeie the ^laim wne only
twenty five: and the b\|is have feee'n sworn to before n no-

tan who, nth. r through n. gligenee or because he was

urivy to th-> fr«"d. asked no quest ooa, and in some cas^s

,1,1 t ov. n admin st^r th^ « n'h. Cases have also turned
up where the Uniwii i>'. uf" Committee had paid the re-

ffuUr forty cents per rationTor recruit#, sod tb^ contractor
Ijhs hoen compelled to pay five cent* of each ration to th
col, n-l of the resinicnt. »i4 ten per cent, if his gross re¬

ceipts to the qu*iterm«»ter
Mr Oleott commenced bis labors by investigating the

frauds of the Btmy brokers, and after disposing of these he
was prt aented by tfce Secretary of War with a till which
hr.d b. ?n paid in Washington, and wa« sworn to by the
Colonel of a New Yor|i regiment. The bill wm accompa¬
nied bv the namis of « large number of »ub voucjliers Tor
the different items, all of which except two the Cnmmis-
,loner has discovered lo be lorgcries. A further li.Tetti-
gation has brought to light the fact that this time Colonel
lift* sy.Miid'c.1 the Union Defence Committee, swindled pri-
vaie citizens, swirtdle^ the (jenera} ^. vern»er4, and swin¬
dled every one of Ins subordinate officers and privates,
.nd tl.sit tbe sum total of his swindling cannot fkll short of
$100,000. The whole«alo frauds developed in this case
have induced the Government to direct Mr. Oleott to in¬
vest gate t'.a transactions tf each and every regiment
raised in this city, where the circumstances oonccctM with
its orgnu!*ation are open to sjispjciftn.
TheCoinmisiloner H no* now prepared to give tb*n"nir8

of tbe acUiH iu swindling operations, m many r,f them
have not >ot been an*:!"', but tbe priocip'il on -s will be
made known in a few d*ys. It is thought that nearly ft
thou a*j<i persons will be shown to have been implicated
directly or ind roctly in the frt^ds. M«»4y of tbe wpjjh^t« been tiumpet-d as luurtys to tbu s>«t»)m of " illegal
anu "'bitraiy arrests" are irien who were sent to l'ort
Lafayette for these £i»ud«, when their name*
come to be known they will doubtless mm C"»
be»»n the most n< i*y defsmer* of the Government, and the
swiftest to accuwa'ev«ry body but tbefntelvf'a of n»hbioe
the public Treasury. It i* to be hoped that the investi¬
gation will continue until every one of the scoundrels is
exposed and pin i«h> d.

'J he Government has already saved tbousunds of dollars
by the investigation in tins ci'y. Within a week after the
Commissioner commer.^d bj« labors bills amounting to
over $3*>,000 (ona bill alone being $<'>,00«»j were with¬drawn by tbe holders, and tteie is no knowing how manyfraudulent claims would fcnve been presented and paid had
not tbe Government instituted tho investigation.

From tlx Nttc York E/prett of Saturday Even tig.
The statement nmde yestsrday that thi am unt out of

which the Government was defrauded l>y contractora and
others in this city, who |iave supplied the troops wilh ra.
tions, was $700 000, has been ascertained by Comwis
sloier Oleott, after a carofnl review of the several bills, to
be incorreef. It was far too high, and was based on a

rough estimate of the sums paid out at tbe disbursing office.

4 THE CALIFORNIA 8TKAMER8
It is stated that the Secretary of the Navy, at tbe in¬

stance of Senator Latham, yesterday eent a despatch to the
commander of oiir fl^et in Hampton Rosds ordering the
war stesmer Connecticut to be forthwith tent to Aspin-
wall to bring U> New York the California treasure
that will have accumulated there by the time she arrives
out. At that time, it is snppoied, the specie of three
S«n Francisco st*«amers wdl be at Aspinwall, ssy about
$3,000,000. awaiting safe transportation from that port to
New York.

? MYSTERIOUS CRIME.
A late uuiuber of the London Review couULa a re-

uiarkabU *toiy of the uiy'teriou* dia«ppear*i:ce of Mr.
UtTUUIHT, a llriti«ii Envoy Eitraoidmary to the Court
of Vienna in l«uy, ami the recent diaeovery of a probable
clue to hi* murder. We condense the account a* follow*:
Ou Saturday, the 2f»th of November, 1809, Beojaiuiu

Bathurst, Envoy Extraordinary of the Bnti h Government
to Auatria, arrived ut the house of the pi>stiu*a'er of the
little Pruaaiau town of Perleberg, close to the frontier of
the Prussian dominions, aud ou the h gh road from Berlin
to Hamburg. He wan accompanied by a German courier
named Krause. Mr Batburat aud (hi* courier alighted,
gave order* for the immediate continuation of thejuuruey,
mid, while the hora«a were haru.-sied to the carriage, went
iuto the hostelry adjoining the post-offioo to take aouie re¬
freshment. The uieal was anon tiui«hed, but various ar¬

rangements, particulirly tho li cal ver.filiation of passports
in the name of f Merchant Kucb" aud "Fischtr," pro¬
tracted the departure of the travellera uutil a late hour,
it waB not till towards nine in th<> evening that the news
at last ai lived of the hortea being about to bit barueaaed
to the carriage. Ou receiving this welcome announcement
Mr. Bathurst left hi* room and weut iuto the at rent, a* bis
aervaut tb.-u^ht, for the purpose of takiog bia seat iu the
chaiae. The courier followed in a few seconds, but waa
astonished not to iiud bia master in the p'ace wheio he
tluiught him to be. He waited and uuited for miuulea,
for hour*, but did not see him make hi* appearaucp. The
Hon. Benjamin llithurst has not reappeared up to the pre¬
sent day.

Krausc, the courier, after a fru.tleaa search for Mr.
Bathurst, went on to England aud reported the mysterioua
circumstances or the case. 'lhe family of the miss ng
envoy (among whom was Lord Bathurst, pro tempore Sec¬
retary for F»reigu Afftirs) immediately set to work to
unravel the myatery. Mis. Ba hurst at once resolved to
proceed to Gurmauy iu search of her huaband, aud on

arriving nt Perleberg found that the authorities had already
undertaken on inve«tiga'.iou. The aearch of the officors
had discovered, iu a piece of woods in the neighborhood of
the towa, a pair of puritalooua which Mrs. Batuurat iium.*-
diutely recognised aa having belonged t . her husbind.
There pbutdloona wcie riddled with bullet-holes; but on
au examination by competentjulgos it waa established be¬
yond doubt tlmt the bullets bad been fired at the empty
piece of dress as it was lying on the ground, and tot while
ou the person., Here waa another complication of the
m>s!ery.
A regard of five hundred thalers was at once offered

for the discovery of the whereabuuts of the missing unn,
but a munth's iuveatig itiori left the case as dark aa before.
Meanwhile the Eugliah and French press, having become
acquainted with the fact of Mr. Batbursl's disappearance,
began to discus* the subject. The Times of January 20,
1810, had the following paragraph in large type, which
subsequently weut the round of the English papers:

.' There io too much rrason to tear that tlie account of the
death ofjMr. Bathurst, late Biitiab Envoy to the Emperor of
Auatria, iuseited iu a Par «journal, is corroit us to the prin¬
cipal fact. It was stated, an au article of Berlin news, of the
date of December lit, that Mr Bathurst had evinced symp¬
toms of insanity on hisjourney through that «ltv, and that he
had subsequently fallen by his own liuud in tne vicinity of
l erleberg luloinidtioii, however, ha* been received within
these few days which forcibly tends fcn fix the ^uilt of Mr.
Bat burs'.'* dea:h, or disappearance, in the French Govern
mei.t It appears that Mr. Bathu'Sl left Berliu with pats
ports from tue Prussiviu 0»' eriimeut, and iu excelleut health
both of m od und body, lie waa to prected to Hamburg to
embark for this country; but Hamburg he never reached.
At some town nrnr the Krench territorial he was seized, a^
is snpposid, l>y a parly of Freueh eoidiers What happened
afterwards is not accurately known. Uis pantaloous have
lean found noar the town where ha was seized, and a letter
iu them to bis wife but nothing else The Prmaian Govein
ment, upon receiviog the intelligence, evin. ed the deepest re-

&ret and offered a large reward lor the discovery of his body.
ro succeia, however, has yet at ended t'ao offer."
From what source the Times received this information

is not stated, 'there is, however, reason to believe, from
the prcroineut manner in which the announcement was
brought forward, that it was de.'ived from official cominu-
uioatiou. Such at least seemed the opinion ontrnaire.1 of
it in Paris j for the French Government, greatly incensed
at the accusation of having kidnapped or murdered Mr
Bathurst, launched forth tt)e following reply in the Mom
teur of January 29th ;
" Eutfland ulune, among all civilized nation?, has renewed

the example of paying a-sassins and enouregin* ciioios. It
appears, by the accouuts fr <oi Beiliu, that Mr. Bathurst, Wts
deranged iu hia mind Thia is the cuatom of the British Cabi¬
net.to give tbeir diplomatic missions to the most foolish and
most s neeless perrons the nation t>r<K.jices 'The Ecglish
diplomatic ro.ps is tho only one in which'exainples of madness
are comiiiou.' .

This reply, it caDnot be di nied, was very lame, and tend¬
ed to foster and strengthen suspicions already extant. Fur¬
ther notices in tho Moniteur still more confirmed these
supposition*. The French official journal, in a threatening
tone, laid it down as a positive rule that Mr. Bathurst must
have committed suicide, and the severe displeasure of the
Government was called upon the heads of those Who should
dare to think or to speak otherwise. Thereupon the Ger¬
man press, wbo had mildly discussed the subject, became
very quiet, greatly sobered down by the remembrance of
Palm, the Nuremberg bookseller, shot by order ofNapoleon
lor having published a harmless little pamphlet on the state
of the Fatherland.

Mr*. Bathurst instituted a careful search of the neigh-boihoodof Prrlrtberg, employing several hundred men in
the work, and finally, despairing what to do next, ^be went
to Berlin, sntf from thence, in a tit of phrensy, to Paris,
to see the Emperor Nspnleon himself, and obtain fr< in
him, if possible, the account of the fate of ber husband.
The Emperor received Mrs. Btthurat with the greatestaffability, but solemnly declared bis ignoranoe of the whole
affair, and in proof of it offered his assistance for any fur¬
ther inquiry on the subject. Whether this offer was ac¬
cepted or dicliiied is not known, but certain it is that it
led to no result of any kind. It seemed as if tho dark crime
of Perleberg would remain a mystery forever.
Not many months ago, however* an unexpected l ght

was thrown upon tho affair. Jt having uecorne necessary
to execute sortie repaird'in the rUrael of Magtlrhurg, n trail
teat fulled down, and behind it, tn a nmnll rerest, trat

found the gktU/on of a man in upright posture, the hands
fastened to the back. Many were tho speculation* arising
out of this discovery, and various the surmises set nfl'iat,
until at last the suggestion was started that " the body
might be that of Mr. Benjamin Bathr.rst, jong supposed to
have died so^o wtaera near Madgeburg." This conjecture
seems to bo generally admitted at present among those
wbo luve he^n d scunaiug tho matter in Germany as the
most probable. At the time of Mr. Batburat's duappenr-
auce, the F< rtrees of Magdeburg, as is well kn iwn, was iu
the bands of tfye J'Vftscb, arid became the prison of many
unfortunate Gevm.»Qs and pth^r poUival offender* opposing
the sway of the greiit Ni^polnop. It cunnot bo doniod tb*t
tte thick walls of the old feudal stronghold, gained with
Frinch gold in 1800, and bel l a* a sort of Ba-tilo by the
conqucror of the countiy, were uncommonly fl.ted for
holding a British Amba>*i:dor, and prcsaing from him, by
slow tortu'e, whatever tongue will tell in the agony ol
d-alh. It seems a veiv nribsbl^ cocc'uijuQ, therefore, to
submit, that Mr. Hath^rst* was the eon*eqn»nce of a
crime pi mned by Frcnch brains and executed by French
hand*. In fact an attentive coiioideihtion of the whole
mysterii.iH affair and all the accompanying crircumstane's
scarcely leave* room for any other explanation tbau tj|4
< no nvw sucgostoq
The French Government alone bad an In'e.-cst in fhe

possession, aa well as the npct*aary power for obtaining
the person nnd despatches of lite British Envoy; and that
the Emperor Napoleon wa* unscrupulous eicugb to resort
to any mean* to obtain hi* own end* there ure thousand* of
example* to Not far from tb* yory towii Peil^i-
berg, wheft; "Mr. bathuist'H^ipiMred, Mr. Wagstnffe, a
King's messenger, wa* (tiged and robbed of hi* despatches
a few years before; and another Dritirh subject, Sir
George Rumbok), was openly kidnapp-d at Hamburg by
the same impeiial police, in defiance of all internati onal
law and justice. The seizure of Mr Bithnrsf, bping of
Ut greater lu^porpnue, was vr rr Vk®,Jr e<^c ^''th
much more circum»p«clion Tbsre wa* n» particular
difficulty in laying bold of Mr B-ithurs' a* soon as, in the
dark November night, he bad quitted the dor.r of the Per-
lcb. ru inn j aud, after having him gagged, thrusting him
into a ready carriage, to be conveyed forthwith to tLc not
very distant foit.-e*«. Wfcother Mr. Bathnr*t died in h',»
prison a natural death, or whether hb was artualiy mnr-

dtred by his jailers, is a question, howerer, which it would
be difficult, if not impossible, to deride, even if it were

proved to a qertsinty fhat thn recently discovered body was

that of the lost envoy. A* far as rpp«ar« from tie news¬

paper report* on tho subjec1, the skeleton found in the
wall underwent no particular examination, but wa* put
Into a »og and citrrxd o)f to some oeuietery. The ai»-
covery of a e rpte in a place like Magdeburg i*. it aeem*,
an occurrence to which the people are tatber accustomed
than otherw ise, and of which, eonaequently, nodlstinct notice
ia taken. If, as the proverb gre*, there is a akclrton in
every boose, it cannot perhaps be wondered at that there
should be a hundred in a Prusaiau fortrera.

THE PAROLED MARINES.
The marinea on board of tto Ariel, who wpro ta^en pri-

aonera by the Alabama and t-aroled, were on their way
to California t» form the garrtaon at Sen Francisco and fo
fill vacanciea in the Pacific squadron. The detachment
for Mmre Ialand waa under command of Msjor Garland,
and conaiated of one hundred nou coiMsiiqaiope^ «fliuera
and privatoa, about sixty of whom left the headqiurtera in
this city on the 28th ultimo, under command of Lieuts.
Ward and Daniels. Capt Cohen and Lieuts. McKean and
Corrie joined the command at New York with about forty
men. The draft to fill vacanci?a in the Pacific aquadrtn
left thia city with the above, under l#iout. McElratb, and
numbered twenty-flv* msn. It is understood that after
being paroled tbey proeeeded at onoe with the Ariel, and
ere thia are Sen Franciaoo..Slmr.

confederate retaliation.
Lit. HicLuioul paper* cojtaiu a lotg proclamation, is-

am tii u I La 231 inwtont by Gen Jkh khsoN Daviu, iu
which be order# retaliation *gaiiiat the Irony* of the Uui-
U»«i bUto# for lite »ot# of Ueu B F. Butler.
Tbia proc'auiation, by w^y of p.eainble, recitea Ibe cor-

re*p iideiiort betweeu Gen Lea aud Geu. Halleck iu regaid
to the case of Wui. H. Mumford, who waa executed, at
New Orleans, and then, after stating the unaatiafactory re
aulta of I he correspondence, proceeds as follow*:

" Now, therefore, I, Jeffeiaoi Davis. Preaidentof the
Confederate Statea of America, and in their name, do pro
ootince and declare the **id Benjamin I . Butler Jo be u

felon, deserving of oupital puuiahmeut I do order that be
¦hall no longer be c<ui#idered or trotted simply a1* a public
eneuiy of tbe Confederate States of America, but as an out¬
law and common enemy of mankind, and that, in tbe even

of hi- capture, the t.fli -or iu tommnud of lh-i captuuug
force do cauae h;in to be immediately executed by
iug. And I do farther order that mt flomm attuned officer
of the United State*, talun captive, shall be released ou

parole, before exchange, until tbe siid Butler shall nave
met with due punishment for hie Crimea."
The proclamation then proceeds to specify various

offences alleged to huvo beeu (.orpelratod by Geu. Butler
at New Orieaus.such as tbe punishment of soiee of it'*
people by imprisonment, the levy iog upon Ihe properly of
other*, the aiming of negroes, &c..and ccncludts its

foilowa:
" And whereas tbe officers under coinmaud of tbe *hu1

Butler have bet n, io many instances, active and zealous
agents in the commission of these cruues, and no mstancd
is known of the refusal of any one of them to p «rticipate
in tbe outrages above narrate!; .and whereas the Jresi-
dent of the United States ha*, by public and official decla-
1 at ion*, signified n>t only his approval of the effort to *x
cite servile war within the Confederacy, but bis intention
to give aid and encouragement thereto, if theae indepen¬
dent State* shall continue to refuse submission to a foreign
Power a'ter the first day of January next, and has thus
made known that ail appeal to the law of nations, the nic¬
tate# of rea-on, and the instinct 1 of humanity would be
a Idrec s«d in vain to our enemies, and that they can be cu¬
ter*ed from the commission of those'crimes only by the
terrors of just retribution :

j"'Now, therefore, I, Jtfferson Davis, President of the
Confederate S'atea of America, and acting by their author¬
ity, appealing to tbo Divine Judge in attestation that llieir
conduct is not guided by tbe passion of revenge, hot th*t
they reluctantly yield to the solouin duty of repressing, by
necessary severity, crimes of which their citizens are the
victims, do issue tiiis my proclamation, and by virtue ofmy
authority as commander-iu-ehief of the armies of the Con¬
federate titate.B, do order;
" First.'J'hat all commissioned officers in thocommand of

said Benjamin F. Butler be declared not entitled to be con¬
sidered as aol iiera engaged iu honorable warfare, but as
rubbers and criminals deserving death ;'nnd that they anil
eacb of them be, whenever ceplured, reserved for execu¬
tion. .

. ." Second. That Ih- private soldiers aud uoa cmnmisaiom d
officers in tbo army of said Butler b.< considered as only
the instruments used for the c .mmissionof crimes perpe¬trated by his. orders, and not as free agents, that they,
therefore, be treated when captured as prisoners of war
with kindness and humanity, aud be sent home on the
usual parole that tbey will in no manner aid or serve the
United Stites in any capacity during the continuance of
this war, unless du'y exchanged.
"Third. That all negro slaves capt'in d in arm* be at oica

delivered over to the Execu'iv® authoiities ol tbe reipec-
tive States to which tbey belong, t > be dealt with accord¬
ing to the laws of snid States.

o Fourth Thnt the like ordeis be executed in all cases
wiih retpect to all commissioned officers of the United
Slate* when foun.1 seiving iu company with said slaves in
insurrection against the authorities of the different State*
of this Confederacy.

" In testimony whereof I have signed these presents anil
caused the seal of the Confederate Stages of America to
be affixed thereto at the city of Ri :«mond, on this 2^d_dayof December, in t"ie year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-two. Jeffeiison Davis.

" I5y the Preaident:
"J. P. Benjamin, Secretary of State."

THE FILLIBUSTER DESIGN ON CUBA IN 1859,

Tbe Western papers Lave given publicity to another let¬
ter which was found suit ng Ihe confidential correspondence
of the Hon. Jacob Thompson, late Secretary of the Inte¬
rior, upon the recent occupation of his residence at Oxford,
Mississippi, by United States troop*. We give a place to
this letter as connected with the history of tbe former
detigns of Southe»n politicians upon the Island of Cuba.
In doing ao, however, we take occasion to say that, though
the name of Mr. Buchanan is used in this letter, yet, ft# it
i# endorsed to MrHiompa.n und was found among hi#
private papers, we doubt whether it ever reached the bauds
of the former geutleman. Tho wiiter ot the letter is now
a colonel in tho rebel army.

[private.)
Memphis, (Ten*.) Oct 26, 1859.

Hia Excellency James Buchanan and Hon. J. Thompson.
Dear Sirs : The numerical t-en^tb of tbo civil emigra

t ng party to Cuba ia, by reports, now over 25,000. Of
this number about 7,(K 0 or 8.000 are ready to move for
Cuba; and as your Exoel'ency has told me you bad everyconfidence in me, aud you, the Hon. Mr. Thompson, have
assured me that tbe Federal officers of New Orleans and
Mobile would be instructed to " 1-t uio and my emigrantfriet ds pass," I now ve;y respectfully requ «t that ytu
pla<vs in tbe hands of our mutual friend#, Mr. C. Ga'lawayar.d C. M. Campbell, of the ' Mfmj h s Avalai.che," your
most faithful snpp >rters, the necessary pacsports for myhenefir, and th> mm of $10,000 secret service funds for
the use and benefit of those editors as above iu »wpp 'rting
your cause in acquiring Cuba by ciyil emigration, and with
tbe use of that aninunt they will he enabled earnestly nud
effectually to, co-opera»^ with you for the accomplishment of
that great object. Tbo political position of the" Avalanche,"
a# a trm Democratic Administration paper, enables that
paper to wield the recessary influence in successfullyaccomplishing tho acquisition of Cuba before the termi¬
nation of the present Administration, and the politicalaspect now loudly calls for it. '

Although this prrjpoiitinn is msclo to you without the
knowled^ of tboa<? jjenllemen, 1 know from convcraationa
with them that their feelings are deeply interested iu the
success of thh great obl-cr, and t*»iy are ready to act
whenever they are placed Iu possession of tbe means to do
so, anl without tboa-? mean* I am incline^ to believe that
tbey are powerless tu do any thing- 1 shall, th-n fore, bepleated to fowW you place in the hand!« ofM. C. Gallaway the
neceassry passports f«»r me, and plsce in the hands of O. M.
Campbell f 10.000 for the support of the Cuban cause.
This you can do by special agent, or by forwarding V> mo
a check for that, amount for their benrCit 1 ln»>i coot in-
plated leaving here by ^Oth iuatan*, but preparatory
arrar g«in<inta will prevent my leaving before the 15th of
NoTembrr. Therefore, your despatches will reach me
here, and, while I await your reply, you will easily appre¬ciate my anxiety to hear from you as early aamay be yourpleature and convenience

1 have the honor to bp, yn^r ftbe^ient aervuut,* N. 8. Reneau.
nan Jf Thompson.
Please reply by telegraph, end oblige your friend,

Reneau.

IMPORTANT TO WOMEN GOl^G SOUTH.

War Drpnrtmrnt, Judqt Advoratr's Office,
H tithinqton, Detembv.r 29, 18W.

The following notice has been ;p«ued from Ihe War De¬
partment this day:

Notice is hereby git on thnt tho appiicfcki»«« inado l y
ladies and children to 30 to their families and friends in the
bouth have, with ve.y few exception', been granted ; pro¬
vided Ihe requirement# stated in the notice of the 24lh
ultimo aa to weatiog apparel, dt«. are complied with.
As alt applicant* (excepting Ihoae advisr^ to the contrary >

aie permitted to Isive, f^e pni.lication of a liat of the
name* un^ca aarjf.
Sttnmboat tfftuspoi titlon and tubsislcnce will be pro¬

vided from the city of Wa.hirifct in to City Point, Virginm,
James river. The dny of departure is Wednesday, the 7th of
January next, and it i« desirable that all applicants reaoh
thia city at least one day, previous to the day of leaving.

Tk^» aUitner will at«»p at Fortress M..nro\ and appli¬
cant! from Norfolk airfl vicinity will be receivrid on hoard
at that place by coiqplyinjj with the requirements.
The number of *pplioant* i# three hundred and thirty one

women, two hnn lred and lw-nfy-s'x children, ten aervnnts
an I tlx ichtot boys. L. C- TuuNF.n,

Judge Advooate.

MARYLAND .SENATOR
BaI.TiMORE, Dec. 29.The Governor of Maryland to¬

day commissioned the Hon. Thomas H Hicks aa Senator,
to represent the State of Maryland uatil the next meeting
of the Legislature, in place of the Hon. James A. lVarce,
4eoeaaed.
A State Sorghum Convention is to be he! I at Columbus.

Ohio, on the (>th of January next. It is estimated that
12,000 000 gn'lons of strop have bem made duiing the
past year by some t»n fh msand mills.

j GEN. BUTLER'S EABBjVfiLL TO HI8 ARMY.
lU.tlHtlJAfcTHIS Dfc*ARf3|fc{i*»>i' THe OjJL'>New Ok^kaSw. Dt.cfliBKK 15,

Svltlmr* of tk* Army uf' ike Urn1/:Relieved (roiu furlhor duUm in this department by 'ai-
rectiuu of the 1'readout, under (late of Nuvemltor 9,1 lake leave of you by tbi* fiual order, it beiug Ippossibleto visit your scattered outposts, covering hundred* ot
miles of the frontier of a larger territory than tume of tha
Kingdom* ol Eurooo

i greet you, my brave comrades, and ssy farewell! Tkii
word.oud. ared a« you aie by a ooiumuuity of privations,hardship*, dangers, victorie*. tucces*es, military and fllflt.
ih the only surrowful thought 1 htve.
You have dfcervtd well of yoar country. Withouta

murmur you sustained an encampment on a sand-bar So
desolate that ban int. merit to it witti every care and oon-foit possible has bnen the most dreaded puni»haieut in¬flicted npou year bitterest and in .at inao'tiug enemies.
You bad ao little transportation that but a handful couldadvuiice to compel submission by the Queen City of therebellion, whilst others waded breast deep in the marsheswhich surround St. Philip, aud forced the surrender of .fort deemed impregnable to land attach by Ihe moat skill¬ful erigaeers of yotlr country and her enemy.At your occupation order, lew, quiet, aud peace i-prang tolliia city, lillod with the bruvos of ull u. lions, whero,for a

score of years, during the prof'Uiidett pence, human life
was scarcely safe at nuouday.
By your discipline you iltuslraktid the beat trails of theAuioiican soldier, an ] enchained the admiration of thosethat came to »ei II
Landing with a military chost containing but seventy*tive dollars, from the hoards of a Rebel Government vouhave giveu to ycur country's treasury nearly a half niiltlouof dullara, ohd so supplied yourselves with the needs ot

your service that j our expedition his cost your Govern¬ment liaa by fovr-ftfiht than any other.
You haw led the etarvi-ig p>or, the wive* and childrenof your eurmies, an converting enemies int-j friends thatthey have sent their representatives to your Congress bya vote greater than your. ntire numbers, from districts Inwhich, when you entered, y< u were tauntingly told thatthei e was " no one to. raise your flag."By your practical pliihuihropy you have won the confi¬dence of the "oppressed lace" and the slave. Hailingyou as deliverers, tbey are ready to aid you as willing ser¬vant*, faithful laborers, or using the taction taught themby your enemies to fight with you in the field.
By steady atteotoii to the laws of health you have stay¬ed the pestilence, and, humble instrument* in the hand otGod, you have demonstrated th i necessity that his crea¬tures should obey his lawn, and, reaping His blessing, inthis most unhealthy climate you have preserved your ranksfuller than th »ae of any other battalions of the same lengthof service.
You have met double numb9rs of the enemy and defeat-e 1 him in the open field. But I need not enlarge upon thistopi.'; you were sent h»re to do that.
I c himend you to your comnnndcr. You are worthyof his love.
Farewell, my comrade*! aga'n farewell!

Bknj F. Butler,
Major General Commanding.

DEPREDATIONS OF THE PRIVATEERALABAMA.
A CALIFORNIA STEAMER CAPTURED. <

San Francisco, Dkc. 27.By the arrival of the
steamship Constitution, from Panama, we bave highly im¬
portant and exe'tirig news.
The Constitution report* that the steamship Ariel, fromNew Yoik for Aspinwall, was captured by the Alabama

on the 7th instant. The Alabama detained the Ariel untilthe 10th instant, when she allowed her to proceed towarde
Aspinwall. on the captain giving bonds as a rasom in the
sum of $228,000, to be paid at the conclusion of peaen.The arms and amuiuuition ou board the Ariel were taken
from her. A hundred anl twenty marines were paroled.Tbere is much n.ixiety felt here lest the Alabama should
re-capture the Ariel on her return trip to New York, and
seize the large amount of treasure which she will carry to
the latter place.
The Ariel was captured near the east end of Cuba, and

the only plunder removed from her, with the exoeptian of
r.rm« and ammunition, was $8,000 in green backs, belong¬ing to Wells, Fargo & Co. The passengers on board theAriel ?po ik in tin highest terms of the courtesy shownth'm by Capt. Srrnmes.
The Alabama last coaled at Martinique. When leavingthat port the San Jacinto aimed h'rguus at her, whenflimiiltai eously the guns of the fort were turned on thefjan Jacinto.at least so says the first lieutenant of theAlabama Capt. fietnmea says the speed of his ship undertwenty-five pounds« f steam is sixteen knots an hour. Sheoveitook the Ariel with only cleveu pounds of ateam andfired two tun* at her, when she hove to.
Capt Semmes, of the Alabama, first putting her passen¬gers aibord on a little settlement of huts at San Domingo,Capt Jo les, ol lb.* Ariel, protested that half of his pas¬sengers would die if this were done. Capt. Semines thenproposed to land the pa-sengers at Kingatoj, but aftermuch parle) ,ng an arrangement was effected to releasethe Aiiel on Captain Jones giving bond* iu the sumo#$22H,000, payable thirty days after the acknowledgmentol the Southern Confederacy.

JRIIjJ^ -o-

FTTRTHpB PARTICULARS.
We publii-hed yesterday the particular^ as communi¬

cated by telegraph from San Francisco, of the csptnre of
the California steamer Ariel by the Confederate privateerAlabama whilst on her'way from New York to Aspinwall,and of the taniom of the captured ship, which has tince
returned to New York. The particulars of her captor*
are th'i* stated by her Purser:
On the 7'.h instant, at 1 HO P. M.. when rounding CapeMaysi, Ihe eastern po nt of Cuba, we saw a vessel (theAlabim ¦) about four miles to the westward, close underthe high la id of Cuba, barque-rigged, and under cinvaes.As there was nothing iu lit r appearance indicating her tobe a ster.mer, her smoke pipe b<Mng down, no suspicionswere arouied till i.i a short time we saw she had furledher sails, raised her smoke-stack, and was rapidly nearinsus under steam, the American flig flying at her peak. 8uenwhs her speed, i.i r >uipaii*on to nnrs, that in about halfan hour she had cooie up within halt a m le of us, whenVhe tired a lee gun, haulrd down the American ensign andi an up the rebel fl.ig No attention was paid to the sum*

mono, and the Ariel was pushed to her utmost speed.The Alabama then sniied across our wake, took a posi¬tion on our port quarter, about four hundred yards distant,and fired two gu^s almojt simultaneously, one shot passingover the hurricane deck, between the walking-beam andsmoke-stark, and the other hitting the foremast, and cat-tine it halt away.
A budv of United States Marines, consisting of one hun¬dred nr.cf twenty-six men, passengers on boaid the Ariel,had been drawn up and armed; but th j officer* in commanddeemi d it worse than folly to resist, as we cvuld plainly seethey weie training a lull broadside t > bear upon us, andC»pt. Jones ga.e orders lu atop the »hip and haul down the

eiis:gi.
A bftat then put off to us, an 1 the boarding offtcer, oncoiuina aboard, at once assured the passengers that noneshould be molested, aud that all baggage aud nrivate pro¬per y shon'd be reopectod. lie then demanded the keynto the special looker, together with ssll the ship's papersaud letters, and informed captain he must be in readi¬

ngs to go on board the Alabama with bim, where he weedetained aaa hostage until th-i next day.JHie money in the ship, amounting to $9,!\00, was takenoff and a pries crew, twenty in number, sll well armed,put on hoard. Th-* engine-foam was taken in charge bytwo engineers (roin the Alabama. The offioera and marinea
on board the Ariel were paroled and their arms taken, anwell it," some belonging to the ship.

Bolh vessels lay off the Cape during the night and pariof the next day. On the afternoon of the Hikoiir sails
were thrown overboard and the ste«m valve taken away,in order to prevent our escape sh' uld they give chase to
any other ves»el, as they w« re expectiag to capture theCalifornia sleaun r Champion also, aud had been lying inwait for several days at this point for that purpose. The
same night our v:tlve wa< returned, and the intention oflanding us at Ht. D uningo changed to Kingston, Jamakoe.Both ros els were then head.-d for that plaee, and ontheDth ins'ant.ht!) P. M., we arrived off Point Morant,abnut forty miles from Kingston. Near this ptdnt theAlabama give chase aud boarded a ro**el, from which
snme informa'lon was received, which Induced CsptaiuSemuica to ag^ia change his mind, aud lake heavy hendnfor I],;*: ship aud cargo, permitting us to lesume our voyage.The reason given wa«, that this vessel had reported yellowlever raging in Kiig'ton, and ha would not subject our
passenger* to its ravages; but we were afterward inform¬ed at Morant that no yt How fever had prevailed tbere for
some time.
The conduct of those «'ft\cors and crew of the Alabamain charge of the Ariel was extremely courteous. Theywere in regu\sf communication with the United Siatee,both by letters and papers, and were fully cognisant of ourdays of sailing, nnd that no emisers were in these watera

»o intercept them. For this reason, the speoie to oome hythe Ariel was left at Aspinwall, ai Capt. Jones did notthink it prudent to bring It.

APPREHENDED NEGRO TROUBLES.
ST. Loin*, Dicr. 26..Tho Halleck Guards left this citythix morn ng for Gray's Summit. F.anklin county, on n>e-

cial duty. It is said ihey are ordered to Mat pises to pre-
t troubles from negroes apprehended in that vicinityvriiv n vuw«" ¦ . n r r - «« aaa i(|B| TlCltlltV

There is a talk off a threatened negro insurrection in FrsaxI
lin county, but inquiries have (ailed to elieit reliable fonn^dation for such reports. Thr re are but few nmrroes inth- county, not enough to get up an laaenectlon on a con¬
siderable scale,


